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Between Two Worlds
a new play by Penny Black

adapted from ‘The Gift of Alzheimer’s’ by Maggie La 
Tourelle

Based upon Maggie La Tourelle’s best-selling autobiographical book ‘The Gift of Alzheimer’s’, 
Between Two Worlds was originally conceived by award winning director and original founding 
member of the Royal Exchange Theatre, Braham Murray OBE.

The play follows the relationship between Pat and Margaret, a mother and daughter as the mother 
passes through the late stages of her life with Alzheimer’s. Rather than a period of agony and sorrow, 
it is a period of healing and understanding as the traumas of the past are resolved in the present. 
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Development so far…

Peracals originally met with theatre director Braham Murray OBE in early 2018 
to discuss potentially producing a ‘lost’ JB Priestly play he was planning to 
direct. During our talk he mentioned that he was also at the early stages of 

developing a new play based on Maggie La Tourelle’s true-life book, ‘The Gift 
of Alzheimer’s’. After explaining the background and story we quickly agreed 

that it was the type of project with which Peracals should be involved. 

We had several meetings with Braham and Maggie to discuss the direction of 
the project which we were all happy with and a title that we all loved – Between 
Two Worlds. We commissioned the much-respected dramaturge, Penny Black 

to adapt the book for stage. Sadly, Braham passed away several months later 
when the first draft of the play was nearing its completion. We all agreed that we 
should continue developing the play and we enlisted Braham’s son Jake, who is 
a well-established Durham-based director, to take over directorial duties from 

his late father.
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Research & Development 

After a R&D week with director Jake Murray and 
writer Penny Black in September 2019 at the Spare 
Room Theatre in Durham, workshopping the play with 
a cast of talented local actors. We feel that the script is 
now at the stage it will be when we go into pre-
production and performance. 

Next Steps…

Northern Stage’s culture of accessibility and 
inclusivity, alongside your collaborative and 
innovative values mean that we feel that the play 
would be a great fit for a run in 2020/21, and we 
would like to start a discussion about a possible co-
production with you. 
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Penny Black – Playwright

Penny Black is an award-winning translator (from the 
German), writer and dramaturg. Her love of theatre 
started in Vienna, where she lived for five years and 
completed her acting training. She has translated and 
adapted plays for the Royal Court, Gate Theatre, Arcola 
Theatre and the National Theatre amongst others. A 
highpoint was Sports Play by Nobel Prize winner Elfriede 
Jelinek , which toured the country in 2012 and was read 
in its five-hour entirety as a Cultural Olympic Pop-Up 
Event. Her first original play Sudden Silence, a look at 
the effects of stroke, was seen at the Arcola 
Theatre; Making Babies, a farce about fertility, was 
produced in Heilbronn, Germany, and in Istanbul. 
Alongside her European work, she spent several years 
working with Arabic-speaking playwrights. Other 
dramaturgical work includes Ode to My Sisters, a play 
based on interview with UK Muslim women, Simon 
McBurney’s The Magic Flute for the DNO / ENO, and 
Lilac Wine for the Roundhouse/RVT. She is president of 
the Dramaturg’s Network 2016-2018.

Jake Murray – Director

Jake has 25 years experience in the theatre, ranging 
from the London and Edinburgh fringes to the 
Chichester Festival Theatre, the Nottingham 
Playhouse, the Salisbury Playhouse, the Wolsey 
Theatre, Ipswich and London’s West End. From 
2001 to 2008 he was at the Royal Exchange, 
Manchester, before leaving to go freelance. Notable 
productions include premieres of ‘Wolfboy’ by Brad 
Fraser, ‘Sitting Pretty’ by Amy Rosenthal, ‘The 
Sanctuary Lamp’ by Tom Murphy, ‘A Conversation’ 
by David Williamson and ‘Shoot The Crow’ and 
‘Days Of Wine And Roses’ by Owen McCafferty. His 
production of ‘Romeo And Juliet’ at the Royal 
Exchange starred Andrew Garfield and Gugu-Mbatha 
Raw and his production of ‘A Whistle In The Dark’ 
by Tom Murphy transferred to the Tricycle in 
London. He runs Durham-based theatre company 
Elysium.
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Maggie La Tourelle – Writer

Maggie La Tourelle is a writer, speaker, therapist and 
educator in the field of holistic healthcare and wellbeing. 
For thirty years she has been integrating 
psychotherapy, NLP, kinesiology and energy work. She 
brings a natural creativity and passion to what she does 
and underpinning everything is a conscious awareness. 
She maintains a holistic therapy practice in London, has 
lectured at some of the UK’s leading universities and has 
been running professional training courses in holistic 
healthcare for many years

Jason Fite - Producer

Jason Fite is a multi award-winning novelist, screenwriter 
and filmmaker. Of Spanish/Irish descent, Jason was born 
in London and now divides his time between London, 
Spain and LA. He created Peracals Productions to develop 
and produce a slate of high-quality film, theatre and online 
content.

About Peracals Productions

Peracals Productions Ltd is an independent production 
company with production offices in London and Alicante, 
Spain. As a company, we are dedicated to the pursuit of 
creative idealism and to producing content which is as 
innovative as it is entertaining. 
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For more information please contact 
james@peracals.com

The script and audio from the R&D will be provided 
with this pack

You can find out more about Peracals work here:

@peracalstheatre
Peracals.com

Pictures from Between Two Worlds R&D week at Spare Room 
Theatre,  Durham 9th-13th September 2019

Photo Credit James Haymer.


