


A TIME-TRAVEL ROMANCE

Do you ever have deja vu? 

All the time. 

Emily, a young woman disillusioned with the modern world, 

meets the enigmatic Professor Wells who helps her travel back  

in time to the idyllic pre-war Oxford of 1914 where she falls in  

love with a young student, Alex. 

Returning to her own time, Emily discovers that Alex dies in  

World War One. Despite the danger, she decides to return to  

1914 to save Alex. 
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STORY SYNOPSIS

Emily, a student studying Ancient History at Oxford becomes 

disillusioned with modern life and suffers from a series of voi- 

lent visions. Fearing for her sanity, she develops suicidal urges. 

After a seemingly chance encounter, Emily become friends 

with the eccentric Professor Wells who claims to have created a  

time-portal. Feeling she has nothing to lose, Emily enters the  

portal and finds herself transported back to the idyllic Oxford of 

1914 where she appears as no more than a ghost to a group of  

startled schoolboys before she is pulled back to the present. 

On the next time trip she becomes more substantial and meets 

Alex who is studying at the University. Over subsequent visits  

the two fall in love, though she cannot tell him the true cause of 

her sudden and prolonged disappearances. She also meets T.E.  

Lawrence and discovers that Alex’s best friend is the Professor’s 

father. Emily becomes obsessed with escaping into the  past and 

the modern-day world seems less and less real to her. 

Professor Wells warns her that taking anymore trips may kill 

her, but she determines to travel back to the past one last time 

and remain there. She finds that war has broken out and that  

devastated by her last disappearance, Alex has enlisted. 

continued... 



Collapsing, Emily is pulled back to the present, where she is 

forced to convalesce from the damage the time-traveling has  

caused her. In the hospital grounds she discovers a war-memorial 

with Alex's name upon it. 

She risks one last journey to the past even though the Professor 

warns her that that another time-trip is likely to kill her. When his 

department is closed down, the Professor decides to journey back  

in time with her. 

Traveling back to 1914 they both find their health restored. 

They are aided by T.E Lawrence who travels to Paris with them.  

They attend a show at the Folies Bergere and Lawrence introduc- 

es them to Mata Hari who uses her influence to allow them to  

travel to the Western Front. 

Disguised as Red Cross workers they journey across war-torn 

France, eventually finding Alex moments before he is fated to  

die. Embracing him, Emily activates the time-switch sending  

them hurtling through time... 



CHARACTERS

EMILY PORCH

(Female, early 20s) 

A young student reading Ancient History at Oxford. She is 

fiercely intelligent and academically brilliant but has suffered a 

mental break-down and been diagnosed as a potential schizo-

phrenic. She has apocalyptic visions which cause her to ques-

tion her sanity. She feels lost and displaced in the modern world 

and yearns to escape into the past. 

ALEX CHESHAM

(Male, early 20s) 

An Oxford student in 1914. Idealistic, adventurous and deter-

mined to escape the shackles of family military tradition. He is 

something of a dreamer and refuses to enlist as his studies of 

history have disillusioned him to the horrors of war. He has al-

ways believed that his fate is to escape from traditional life, and 

when he meets Emily, he is convinced that she is the key to his 

destiny. 

PROFESSOR WELLS

(Male, 60s) 

An archetypal eccentric Professor. Has taught at Oxford for 

over fifty years but has been increasingly marginalised because 

of the strangeness of his theories. Can be extremely charming 

and uses his eccentric persona to keep the rest of the world at 

bay. 



T.E. LAWRENCE

(Male, mid 20s) 

One of the most charismatic and enigmatic characters of the pe-

riod, we meet him on the cusp of greatness. He is shy, but 

friendly and courteous with a great thirst for knowledge and ad-

venture. 

MATA HARI

(Female, late 30s) 

One of the most infamous and extraordinary women of her time. 

An exotic dancer, courtesan and spy with an unrivalled lust for 

life and the daring to challenge the rigid patriarchal system of 

her age. 



THEMES

This is fundamentally a love story with Emily and Alex having 

to overcome an almost insurmountable obstacle – time itself. 

There are hints throughout the story that their romance is en-

twined with a much greater story – that of human history, and 

that they may represent archetypal lovers or a proto Adam and 

Eve. 

Eternal return or Eternal Recurrence - a concept which 

was defined by Nietzsche, though its origins can be traced back 

to antiquity. It suggests that time is essentially cyclical, and that 

existence is endlessly repeated. This ties in with the ideas of 

fate and predestination which occur throughout the story and 

explains the instances of déjà vu which the main characters ex-

perience. 

It is also one of the reasons why Emily and Alex feel destined to 

be together. The theme is expressed in the paradoxical note – 

‘Send Emily back’. 

Out of Time - Each of the principal characters feels discon-

nected from the world in which they live. Emily 

increasingly feels the desire to escape modern society, 

Alex feels trapped by the rigid life prescribed to him by 

Edwardian society and the Professor feels obsolete in the 

modern world. 

T.E. Lawrence was obsessed with the crusades and the 

medieval world, and Mata Hari defied the restrictive 

conventions of her time by reinventing herself as an exotic 

figure. They are all characters yearning to be something more 

than their world expects them to be. 
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